Proposed NGO contribution to the Ministerial Conference 

1.  Ministers – NGO roundtable (2,5 hours)

Based on the successful experience in Budapest, organise a roundtable on children´s environmental health and equity, looking in particular at good examples especially for groups that received little attention in previous years.
Rationale:

· One of the most appreciated sessions in Budapest

· Ministers in Budapest were very motivated to participate, because they could highlight concrete practical examples and successes

· Youth NGO representatives will be involved

· It allows a frank and open discussion about most pressing issues and the way forward

2. CEHAPE AWARD session (60 minutes)

Similar to the Vienna 2007 award session, where the Austrian Ministers presented award to initiatives from around the EU and EECCA region which have contributed to improving children’s environmental health, these initiatives included local authorities, hospitals, schools, youth organisations, NGOs and governments. The NGOs (HEAL, EcoForum/WECF) coordinated the organisation, and an independent panel of experts selected 15 nominees and 5 winning entries from among 100 submissions.

Rationale:

· Ministers are very pleased to present GOOD examples

· The press is interested

· The winners are presented by posters, bringing a very concrete touch to the negotiations

· The award allows broad involvement of the public in all the countries, and makes CEHAPE known locally

3. RPG NEWS (30 minutes)

The RPG news was first used in Vienna, as an interactive manner to report back from progress on the Environment and Health process by NGOs. The report back was presented as a television news show, with reports from the “countries” given by NGO representatives speaking from different corners of the plenary hall, and comments by the TV show moderators on the podium, illustrated by animated powerpoints and film footage. The session is entirely organised by the NGOs.

Rationale: 

· Good to keep delegates awake (can be scheduled right after lunch!)

· Motivates delegates and shows ideas for further cooperation with NGOs on implementation of the E&H process at national and local level

4. NGO delegation

The NGO would like to request again 100 badges for participation in the ministerial conference, as requested for Budapest. The NGO would also welcome all the delegations to include at least one health and one environmental NGO delegates on their delegation (as well as youth delegates, of course). 

5. Preparation towards ROME at national level

The NGOs encourage delegations to organise national NGO consultation meetings for Rome. We would be glad to provide support and contacts. We would further develop the NGO CEHAPE implementation website (http://cehape.env-health.org), which is officially linked with the WHO CEHAPE implementation website, as a cost-effective and useful resource to facilitate communication between governments and national NGOs in preparation for Rome. 
6. National CEHAPE award schemes to involve society

We would recommend also, in preparation towards Rome, to organise national CEHAPE awards. The National CEHAPE awards will bring press and media attention to the process, and will assure great involvement of society, without needing a lot of resources. If prize money is not available, many local initiatives would already take part in an award scheme if the prize would be the visit of the minister for Health and/or Environment to their initiative. 

7. Continuation of NGO preparatory process

The NGOs will continue to organise the NGO preparatory process towards ROME, with a preparatory meeting subject to available funding. The preparatory process involves a larger number of NGOs, coordinated by the 2 EEHC NGO representatives. 

22.10.2008/Madrid
Contacts:

Eco-Forum/WECF 




HEAL

Sascha Gabizon: sascha.gabizon@wecf.eu

Genon Jensen: genon@env-health.org 

Iulia Trombitcaia (alternate): iulia@neostrada.pl 
Monica Guarinoni: monica@env-health.org 

